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The International Sunday School Lessons for the Winter 
are based on the Gospel of John and pastors and Sunday school teachers are avail- 
ing themselves of the most illuminating book on that Gospel to appear for a long time: 


quarter (January-March) 


John Defends the Gospel 


By Ernest Cadman Colwell 


Assistant Professor of New Testament, University of Chicago 


The endeavor used to be made to “harmonize” the Gospels. In this short, 
simply written but almost dramatically interesting book Professor Colwell 
has shown us that the Fourth Gospel cannot be harmonized, in the old 
sense, with the earlier Synoptics, because it was not written from the same 
point of view or with the same ends in mind. Each of the four Evangelists, 
indeed, had his own point of view, and wrote his Gospel to express his own 
message, using previous ones as they might serve his purpose. 


The aim of the writer of the Fourth Gospel was to commend the new re- 
ligion to classes in his community who had hitherto despised it: the intellec- 
tuals and the well-to-do. They despised the Jews—and Jesus was a Jew. 
They abhorred the practice of magic: and Jesus was said to have worked 
miracles. They looked down upon the lowly—and Jesus was said to have 
catered especially to the poor. They had no use for a criminal who was 
shamefully executed—and Jesus had died upon the cross. 


John, therefore, wrote to show that Jesus was not a Jew, not even a man, 
but divine: he recommended him to the intellectuals by describing him in 
terms the philosophers were using. He reinterpreted the miraculous element 
in Jesus’ ministry. He sought to show that Christianity was not a revolu- 
tionary movement. He retold the story of the last week of Jesus’ life in such 
a way as to relieve the disgrace of the cross. 


Here is a fresh, interesting and authoritative treatment of a very old sub- 
ject. To every teacher, minister and Bible student the new book will prove 


of inestimable value. ($1.50) 
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